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marked the presence of a stranger in the uniform of Fairfax's reo-irnent. When they demanded his name he answered them haughtily and with reserve. A report was circulated that a large body of horse was approaching, and the players immediately returned to the castle. Near midnight five hundred troops arrived under the walls, and demanded entrance. When asked who commanded them, they replied, " We all command." Then the stranger who had appeared on Althorpe Down, came forward. " My name is Joyce," said he. " I am a cornet in the General's guard ; I want to speak to the King." "From whom?" said they on the wall. "From myself," answered Joyce, whereat they all laughed derisively. " It's no laughing matter," cried the midnight intruder; "I come not hither to be advised by you; I have no business with the commissioners ; my errand is to the King, and speak with him I must, and will presently." The commandant of the garrison ordered his soldiers to hold themselves in readiness to fire, but they had by this time been in free conversation with Joyce's men, who, entering the gates and dismounting, announced that they had come, by order of the Army, to place the King in safety, as there was a plot to carry him off, take him to London, raise other troops, and begin another civil war ; and the chief conspirator, they said, was Colonel Greaves, the commandant of Holmby House. Greaves fled and Joyce took command of the castle. By this time it was past noon of the 3d, and Joyce retired until evening to give his men repose.
At ten o'clock that night he requested to be taken to the King, but was told that he was in bed. He replied that he did not care ; he had waited long enough ; and he must see him. With a cocked pistol in his hand he approached the apartments occupied by Charles. " I am sorry," said he to the attendants, " to disturb the rest of His Majesty ; but I cannot help it; I must needs speak with him, and that at once." The altercation aroused the King, who gave orders shat he should be admitted, and Joyce entered the royal presence still carrying his pistol. The King sent for the commissioners, and, after a long interview, assured Joyce that, if his soldiers con-